
Numbers 22:2 Balak and Balaam -- a people cursed . . . and ‘coming up roses’ 

Numbers / Chapter 22 / ַבּמְִדְבּר / background . . . 


Balak, the King who cannot command / Balaam, the Seer who cannot see  / The 
Donkey, who does see / the Seer, who then sees  / the Cursor, who then blesses  . . . .  

א  וַיּסִעְוּ, בְּנֵי יִשׂרְָאֵל; וַיּחֲַנוּ בּעְרְַבוֹת מוֹאָב, 
מעֵֵברֶ לְירְַדּןֵ ירְֵחוֹ.  {ס}

1 And the children of Israel journeyed, 
and pitched in the plains of Moab beyond 
the Jordan at Jericho. {S}

ב  וַיּרְַא בָּלָק, בּןֶ-צִפּוֹר, אתֵ כָּל-אֲשׁרֶ-עָשׂהָ 
.יִשׂרְָאֵל, לָאמֱרִֹי

2 And Balak (the king who cannot 
command) the son of Zippor saw all that 
Israel had done to the Amorites.

ג  וַיָּגרָ מוֹאָב מִפְּנֵי העָםָ, מְאֹד--כִּי רַב-הוּא; 
.וַיָּקָץ מוֹאָב, מִפְּנֵי בְּנֵי יִשׂרְָאֵל

3 And Moabites was sore afraid of the 
people, because they were many; and 
Moab was overcome with dread because 
of the children of Israel.

ד  וַיֹּאמרֶ מוֹאָב אֶל-זִקְנֵי מִדְיןָ, עתַּהָ יְלחַכֲוּ 
הַקּהָָל אתֶ-כָּל-סְבִיבתֵֹינוּ, כִּלחְְֹ הַשׁוֹּר, אתֵ 

ירֶֶק הַשׂדֶָּה; וּבָלָק בּןֶ-צִפּוֹר מֶלְֶ למְוֹאָב, בּעָתֵ 
.ההַוִא

4 And Moab said unto the elders of 
Midian: 'Now will this multitude lick up all 
that is round about us, as the ox licketh 
up the grass of the field.'--And Balak the 
son of Zippor was king of Moab at that 
time.--

ה  וַיִּשְׁלחַ מַלְאכִָים אֶל-בִּלעְםָ בּןֶ-בּעְרֹ, פּתְוֹרָה 
אֲשׁרֶ עַל-הַנּהָרָ ארֶֶץ בְּנֵי-עמַּוֹ--לִקְרֹא-לוֹ:  
לֵאמרֹ, הִנּהֵ עםַ יצָָא ממִּצִרְַיםִ הִנּהֵ כסִּהָ 

.אתֶ-עֵין הָארֶָץ, והְוּא יֹשֵׁב, ממִֻּלִי

5 And he sent messengers unto Balaam 
(the Seer who cannot see) the son of 
Beor, to Pethor, which is by the River, to 
the land of the children of his people, to 
call him, saying: 'Behold, there is a 
people come out from Egypt; behold, 
they cover the face of the earth, and they 
abide over against me.



_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________


The Amalekites surface again -- as ‘first born’ -- as we know, this is not the best 
status to be in the Biblical lexicon . . . 


ו  ועְתַּהָ לכְהָ-נָּא ארָָה-לִּי אתֶ-העָםָ הַזּהֶ, 
כִּי-עצָוּם הוּא ממִֶּנִּי--אוּלַי אוּכַל נכַּהֶ-בּוֹ, 

וַאֲגרְָשֶׁנּוּ מןִ-הָארֶָץ:  כִּי יָדַעתְִּי, אתֵ אֲשׁרֶ-תְּברְֵָ 
.מְברְָֹ, וַאֲשׁרֶ תָּארֹ, יוּארָ

6 Come now therefore, I pray thee, curse 
me this people; for they are too mighty for 
me; peradventure I shall prevail, that we 
may smite them, and that I may drive 
them out of the land; for I know that he 
whom thou blessest is blessed, and he 
whom thou cursest is cursed.'

מא  וַיהְִי בַבֹּקֶר--וַיִּקּחַ בָּלָק אתֶ-בִּלעְםָ, 

וַיּעֲַלהֵוּ בּמָוֹת בּעַָל; וַיּרְַא מִשׁםָּ, קְצהֵ העָםָ.

Nu 22: 41 And it came to pass in the 
morning that Balak (the King) took Balaam 
(the Seer), and brought him up into Bamoth-
baal, and he saw from thence the utmost 
part of the people (who he was hired to 
curse).

יז  ארְֶאֶנּוּ וְלֹא עתַּהָ, אֲשׁוּרֶנּוּ וְלֹא קָרוֹב; דּרְַָ 
כּוֹכָב מִיּעֲַקֹב, וְקָם שֵׁבֶט מִיִּשׂרְָאֵל, וּמחָץַ 

פַּאתֲֵי מוֹאָב, וְקַרְקַר כָּל-בְּנֵי-שׁתֵ.

Nu 24: 17 I see him, but not now; I behold 
him, but not nigh; there shall step forth a 
star out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise 
out of Israel, and shall smite through the 
corners of Moab, and break down all the 
sons of Seth.

יח  והְָיהָ אֱדוֹם ירְֵשׁהָ, והְָיהָ ירְֵשׁהָ שׂעִֵיר--
.אֹיְבָיו; וְיִשׂרְָאֵל, עֹשׂהֶ חָיִל

18 And Edom shall be a possession, Seir 
also, even his enemies, shall be a 
possession; while Israel doeth valiantly.

.מִיּעֲַקֹב; והְֶאֱבִיד שׂרִָיד, מעִֵיר ,יט  וְירְֵדְּ 19 And out of Jacob (Israel)  shall one 
have dominion, and shall destroy the 
remnant from the city.



_________________________________________________________ 

And only now, and looking back a few frames . . .  

Numbers 24: 3-5  
Note:  This curse / blessing is the Biblical origin of the Prayer “Mah Tovu” of the 

Jewish liturgy  

_________________________________________________________


Esther / Chapter 3 /  ֵאסֶתְּר / from Amalekite to Haman / from Israelite to 
Mordechai the Jew / a fuller context


כ  וַיּרְַא, אתֶ-עמֲָלֵק, וַיִּשָּׂא מְשָׁלוֹ, וַיֹּאמרַ:  
.רֵאשִׁית גּוֹיםִ עמֲָלֵק, וְאחַרֲִיתוֹ עֲדֵי אֹבֵד

20 And he looked on Amalek, and took up 
his parable, and said: Amalek was the 
first of the nations; but his end shall come 
to destruction.

ג  וַיִּשָּׂא מְשָׁלוֹ, וַיֹּאמרַ:  נְאםֻ בִּלעְםָ בְּנוֹ בעְרֹ, 
וּנְאםֻ הַגֶּברֶ שׁתְםֻ העָָיןִ.

Nu 24: 3 And he took up his parable, and 
said: The saying of Balaam the son of Beor, 
and the saying of the man whose eye is 
opened;

ד  נְאםֻ--שׁמֹעֵַ, אמִרְֵי-אֵל:  אֲשׁרֶ מחֲַזהֵ שַׁדַּי 
.יחֱֶזהֶ, נֹפֵל וּגְלוּי עֵינָיםִ

4 The saying of him who heareth the words of 
God, who seeth the vision of the Almighty, 
fallen down, yet with opened eyes:

ה  מהַ-טֹּבוּ אהָֹלֶיָ, יעֲַקֹב; מִשׁכְְּנתֶֹיָ, 
.יִשׂרְָאֵל

5 How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, thy 
dwellings, O Israel!

א  אחַרַ הַדְּברִָים הָאֵלּהֶ, גִּדַּל המֶַּלְֶ 
אחֲַשׁוְרֵוֹשׁ אתֶ-המָןָ בּןֶ-המְַּדָתָא הָאֲגָגִי--

וַיְנַשְּׂאהֵוּ; וַיָּשׂםֶ, אתֶ-כּסְִאוֹ, מעֵַל, כָּל-הַשׂרִָּים 
.אֲשׁרֶ אתִּוֹ

3: 1 After these things did king Ahasuerus 
promote Haman the son of Hammedatha 
the Agagite, (Amalekite lineage) and 
advanced him, and set his seat above all 
the princes that were with him.



ב  וכְָל-עַבְדֵי המֶַּלְֶ אֲשׁרֶ-בְּשׁעַרַ המֶַּלְֶ, 
כּרְֹעִים וּמִשׁתְּחַוֲִים להְמָןָ--כִּי-כןֵ, צוִּהָ-לוֹ 
.המֶַּלְֶ; וּמרְָדּכֳַי--לֹא יכִרְַע, וְלֹא יִשׁתְּחַוֲהֶ

2 And all the king's servants, that were in 
the king's gate, bowed down, and 
prostrated themselves before Haman; for 
the king had so commanded concerning 
him. But Mordecai bowed not down, nor 
prostrated himself before him.

ג  וַיֹּאמרְוּ עַבְדֵי המֶַּלְֶ, אֲשׁרֶ-בְּשׁעַרַ המֶַּלְֶ--
.למְרְָדּכֳָי:  מַדּוּעַ אתַּהָ עוֹברֵ, אתֵ מצִוְתַ המֶַּלְֶ

3 Then the king's servants, that were in 
the king's gate, said unto Mordecai: 'Why 
transgressest thou the king's 
commandment?'

ד  וַיהְִי, באמרם (כְּאמָרְָם) אֵלָיו יוֹם וָיוֹם, וְלֹא 
שׁמָעַ, אֲלֵיהםֶ; וַיַּגִּידוּ להְמָןָ, לרְִאוֹת הֲיעַמְַדוּ 
.דִּברְֵי מרְָדּכֳַי--כִּי-הִגִּיד להָםֶ, אֲשׁרֶ-הוּא יהְוּדִי

4 Now it came to pass, when they spoke 
daily unto him, and he hearkened not unto 
them, that they told Haman, to see 
whether Mordecai's words would stand; 
for he had told them that he was a Jew.

ה  וַיּרְַא המָןָ--כִּי-אֵין מרְָדּכֳַי, כּרֵֹעַ וּמִשׁתְּחַוֲהֶ 
.לוֹ; וַיּמִָּלֵא המָןָ, חמֵהָ

5 And when Haman saw that Mordecai 
bowed not down, nor prostrated himself 
before him, then was Haman full of wrath.

ו  וַיִּבֶז בּעְֵינָיו, לִשְׁלֹחַ יָד בּמְרְָדּכֳַי לְבַדּוֹ--
כִּי-הִגִּידוּ לוֹ, אתֶ-עםַ מרְָדּכֳָי; וַיְבַקֵּשׁ המָןָ, 

להְַשׁמְִיד אתֶ-כָּל-הַיּהְוּדִים אֲשׁרֶ בּכְָל-מַלכְוּת 
.אחֲַשׁוְרֵוֹשׁ--עםַ מרְָדּכֳָי

6 But it seemed contemptible in his eyes 
to lay hands on Mordecai alone; for they 
had made known to him the people of 
Mordecai; wherefore Haman sought to 
destroy all the Jews that were throughout 
the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, even the 
people of Mordecai.

ז  בּחַֹדֶשׁ הרִָאשׁוֹן, הוּא-חֹדֶשׁ נִיסןָ, בִּשְׁנתַ 
שׁתְֵּים עֶשׂרְֵה, למֶַּלְֶ אחֲַשׁוְרֵוֹשׁ:  הִפִּיל פּוּר 
הוּא הַגּוֹרָל לִפְנֵי המָןָ, מִיּוֹם לְיוֹם וּמחֵֹדֶשׁ 

לחְֹדֶשׁ שְׁנֵים-עָשׂרָ--הוּא-חֹדֶשׁ אֲדָר.  {ס}

7 In the first month, which is the month 
Nisan, in the twelfth year of king 
Ahasuerus, they cast pur, that is, the lot, 
before Haman from day to day, and from 
month to month, to the twelfth month, 
which is the month Adar. {S}



ח  וַיֹּאמרֶ המָןָ, למֶַּלְֶ אחֲַשׁוְרֵוֹשׁ--יֶשְׁנוֹ 
עםַ-אחֶָד מְפֻזּרָ וּמְפרָֹד בֵּין העָמִַּים, בּכְֹל 

מְדִינוֹת מַלכְוּתֶָ; וְדָתֵיהםֶ שֹׁנוֹת מכִָּל-עםָ, 
וְאתֶ-דּתֵָי המֶַּלְֶ אֵינםָ עֹשִׂים, וְלמֶַּלְֶ 

.אֵין-שׁוֹהֶ, להְַנִּיחםָ

8 And Haman said unto king Ahasuerus: 
'There is a certain people scattered 
abroad and dispersed among the peoples 
in all the provinces of thy kingdom; and 
their laws are diverse from those of every 
people; neither keep they the king's laws; 
therefore it profiteth not the king to suffer 
them.

ט  אםִ-עַל-המֶַּלְֶ טוֹב, יכִּתֵָב לְאַבְּדָם; ועֲַשׂרֶֶת 
אֲלָפִים כּכִּרַ-כּסֶףֶ, אֶשְׁקוֹל עַל-יְדֵי עֹשֵׂי 

.המְַּלָאכהָ, להְָבִיא, אֶל-גִּנְזֵי המֶַּלְֶ

9 If it please the king, let it be written that 
they be destroyed; and I will pay ten 
thousand talents of silver into the hands of 
those that have the charge of the king's 
business, to bring it into the king's 
treasuries.'

י  וַיּסָרַ המֶַּלְֶ אתֶ-טַבּעַתְּוֹ, מעֵַל יָדוֹ; וַיּתְִּנהָּ, 
.להְמָןָ בּןֶ-המְַּדָתָא הָאֲגָגִי--צרֵֹר הַיּהְוּדִים

10 And the king took his ring from his 
hand, and gave it unto Haman the son of 
Hammedatha the Agagite, the Jews' 
enemy.

יא  וַיֹּאמרֶ המֶַּלְֶ להְמָןָ, הכַּסֶףֶ נתָוּן לְָ; 
.והְעָםָ, לעֲַשׂוֹת בּוֹ כַּטּוֹב בּעְֵינֶיָ

11 And the king said unto Haman: 'The 
silver is given to thee, the people also, to 
do with them as it seemeth good to thee.'



 

Link to full article:  https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/goysplaining-away-
antisemitism-is-a-problem-on-the-political-left-opinion/ar-AAKpsqc?
ocid=msedgntp

 

Goysplaining Away Antisemitism is a Problem on the Political 
Left | Opinion' 
Josh Levs 

 

Recent days have made this clear: Jewish communities are not the ones 
conflating antisemitism with "criticism of the Israeli government." 
Antisemites are doing that.




© ED JONES/AFP via Getty Images Pro-Israel demonstrators attend a rally denouncing 
antisemitism and antisemitic attacks, in lower Manhattan, New York on May 23, 2021.
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As the violence in Israel and Gaza flared up, hatred and disdain for Jews, 
both in Israel and all over the world, was instantly put on display. Threats 
and attacks on Jewish people and institutions spiked, and vicious loathing 
of Jews was expressed at numerous pro-Palestinian rallies all over the 
world.


When Jewish people like me tried to raise the alarms, some self-declared 
progressives we worked alongside to defeat Donald Trump showed their 
true colors. Without asking what we were seeing and experiencing or 
looking into it, they mindlessly launched into the mantra they've been 
trained to regurgitate: "Criticizing Israel is not antisemitic." As though 
that's what we were referring to—and as though we don't know the 
difference.


There's a term for this: goysplaining. As a Ha'aretz column once explained, 
goysplaining is the tendency of non-Jewish people to "condescendingly 
explain to Jews why they are wrong at being offended."

Over the last few years, more and more people have finally woken up to 
the need to listen to women about the many ways sexism rears its ugly, 
dangerous head. Since early 2020, many have finally done the same with 
recognizing the horrific dangers Black people face. Progressive leaders 
have been outspoken in their support.


But when Jews ask some of these same progressives to listen to us about 
the very real dangers we face—and about how their one-sided, hateful and 
often false rhetoric against Israel inflames and radicalizes dangerous 
people—they write us off immediately.


The belief that Jewish people reject all criticism of Israel as antisemitic is, 
itself, antisemitic. It's a false belief used to deny real dangers. Jewish 
people criticize the Israeli government all the time. Speaking up is endemic 
to our culture. We also support and express gratitude for the groups in 
Israel that fight for peace and against human rights abuses of all kinds, 
including against Palestinians.


Sudden ‘Allies' 

When the wave of antisemitic attacks became too prominent to ignore, 
some goysplainers suddenly sought to portray themselves as allies against 
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antisemitism. They sent out a tweet or posted a blue square on Instagram. 
But there's no sign that many have learned their lesson.


If you want to be a real ally, stop reflexively repeating what isn't 
antisemitism, and learn what is. For example: Saying or suggesting that 
Jewish civilians in Israel deserve to be bombed. Supporting Hamas, which 
has a stated goal of killing as many Jewish people as possible. Describing 
the conflict without mentioning the constant terror attacks on Israelis, 
Hamas' use of human shields, or other Hamas tactics. Anytime you 
condone, ignore, or downplay this part of the violence, you're devaluing 
Jewish lives. (Take note, Trevor Noah and John Oliver.)


If you echo and rush to share every negative accusation or description you 
hear about Israel without bothering to educate yourself, you're being 
antisemitic. If you believe that state religions are fine except a Jewish one, 
that's antisemitic too.


If you liken Jews in Israel and/or elsewhere to Nazis, you're engaging in 
Holocaust Inversion, which is antisemitic for many reasons. You may also 
be unaware that leaders of Jewish communities in Germany weren't 
committed to killing as many Aryans as possible, nor were they amassing 
rockets to bomb German civilians in an effort to exterminate Germany. But 
if you want to bring up Germany, maybe address the fact that even the 
more moderate Fatah in the West Bank still celebrates the Munich 
Olympics terrorists as "heroic" to this day.


Goysplaining is not the only tool some progressives use to ignore 
antisemitism. There's also deflection, in which they try to change the 
subject to the etymology of "Semite," as though that has anything to do 
with what we're talking about. And some use tokenism, highlighting their 
support from "anti-Zionist" Jews. Never mind that to the overwhelming 
majority of Jews, Zionism is simply a recognition that of course Jewish 
people deserve to hold onto their state in their existing homeland 
alongside a Palestinian state. The fact that this tokenism is exactly what 
Trumpists do to write off accurate accusations of racism and antisemitism 
in their movement is lost on these progressives.


To be clear, it's only some progressives who engage in goysplaining. Many 
absolutely recognize the simmering antisemitism on both sides of the 

https://www.newsweek.com/topic/instagram
https://www.newsweek.com/palestinian-celebration-munich-olympic-massacre-shows-they-are-not-ready-peace-501539


political spectrum, care about it deeply and fight against it. Many also 
openly support Israel, noting that it's the only nation in the Middle East 
with free speech, women's rights, LGBTQ+ rights and more of the things 
progressives stand for everywhere else in the world. And many Democrats 
insist the party is not shifting on Israel as much as anti-Israel progressives 
want.


Still, many who have been loudest in their one-sided attacks on Israel 
haven't woken up to how their words and actions fuel hatred and violence 
against Jewish people all over the world. If they're going to stay true to the 
principles they claim to stand for, it's time.


Josh Levs is a consultant, entrepreneur, and author of All In.

The views expressed in this article are the writer's own.
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